ALDRIDGE 


I ?* 


i Drary 


COUNCIL 


ANNUAL 

REPORT 

of 

Public  Health  Conditions 

of  the 

Aldridge  Urban  District 


For  the  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1964 


• '•  fifefr £ !>«••  F « •. jbft • »; £ 


ALDRIDGE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of 

Public  Health  Conditions 

of  the 

Aldridge  Urban  District 

For  the  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1964 


by 

H.  SHORE,  M.D.,  D.T.M.  & H.f  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

and 


H,  C.  PERKINS,  m.a.p.h.i., 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28799653 


STAFF: 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

H.  SHORE,  M.D.,  D.T.M.  & H.,  D.P.H. 

Health  Department,  52  Portland  Road,  Aldridge,  Staffs. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

H.  C.  PERKINS,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

K.  B.  WILLIAMS. 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

W.  K.  TOWNEND,  M.A.P.H.I. 
G.  W.  CREED,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Pupil  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

Miss  M.  Robinson 
Miss  B.  Evenson 


Clerks : 

Miss  B.  M.  Moore 
Miss  J.  Wright 


Rodent  Operative/Handyman: 

W.  H.  Platt 


1 


TO  THE  ALDRIDGE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for 
1964. 

Ihis  is  a district  of  contrasts  which  offers  opportunities  for  the 
study  of  most  aspects  of  Public  Health  Work.  For,  although 
delegation  of  the  Personal  Services  has  not  taken  place  to  date  there 
have  already  been  various  claims  on  the  time  of  the  Medical  Officer 
in  this  field. 

Thus,  after  a detailed  population  analysis  by  Wards,  the 
respective  claims  and  needs  for  the  various  types  of  welfare  accommo- 
dation have  become  clearer.  Contacts  with  the  County  Welfare 
Officer  have  much  increased  and  I wish  to  thank  him  for  his  effective 
co-operation.  We  visited  Nearfield  House  the  Welfare  Home  for  the 
Aged  in  Lichfield,  for  which  I have  only  praise.  A Welfare  Home 
similar  to  that  in  Lichfield  is  now  in  process  of  creation  in  the  Urban 
District.  The  demand  for  places,  based  on  a National  average,  is 
usually  calculated  as  1.5  per  1,000  population,  i.e.  if  we  assume  the 
population  of  Aldridge  Urban  District  to  be  60,000  the  need  would  be 
for  90  places.  It  would  therefore  be  reasonable  to  suggest  that 
allowing  for  expansion  a further  50  places  would  be  required  in  the 
next  10  years. 

There  has  been  very  satisfactory  collaboration  with  the  Housing 
Manager  with  regard  to  rehousing  on  medical  grounds.  Issues  have 
been  clarified  and  various  priorities  established.  In  many  instances 
the  Medical  Officer  has  been  able  to  have  some  unfortunates  re-housed. 
May  I be  allowed  to  thank  the  Housing  Management  Committee  and 
the  Housing  Manager  for  their  effective  co-operation  in  difficult 
circumstances. 

A vehicle  has  been  purchased  by  the  Council  for  the  Meals  on 
Wheels  service  of  the  WVS.  A second  caterer,  McKechnie  Brothers 
Ltd.,  has  added  his  valued  contribution  to  that  of  the  BRD. 
Additional  funds  have  been  voted  for  the  expansion  of  this  essential 
service  and  the  engagement  of  a part-time  driver,  all  of  which  should 
result  in  better  service  and  more  meals  for  the  housebound.  My 
thanks  to  all  concerned. 

Much  more,  of  course,  remains  to  be  done.  Ideally  there  should 
be  centres  in  all  larger  towns  which  will  cater  for  all  or  most  of  the 
needs  of  the  aged.  These  services  should  include  preventive  medical 
examinations,  and  a free  information  service.  The  stumbling  block 
is,  of  course,  money.  But  any  achievement  must  be  preceded  by  an 
ardent  wish  to  see  it  realised.  Without  it,  nothing  can  be  done. 

With  regard  to  the  state  of  Public  Health  in  the  district  the 
following  statistics  merit,  I think,  a few  minutes  attention.  Statistics 
are  hard  going  but  they  reveal  mercilessly  and  without  bias  short- 
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comings  and  assets  alike.  A first  attempt  has  been  made  to  list  the 
major  causes  of  death  by  Wards  in  order  to  establish  whether  there 
are  any  regional  influences  at  work.  This  has  been  done  for  coronary 
disease,  cancer,  bronchitis  and  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system. 
Some  surprising  facts  have  come  to  light  e.g.,  that  Aldridge  which 
contains  26.6  per  cent,  of  the  Urban  District  population  (Census  1961) 
and  has  a fairly  young  population  (percentage  of  eldery  people  65 
and  above  is  5.7),  has  some  of  the  highest  death  rates  of  'the  Urban 
District,  i.e.  40.3  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  from  coronary  disease,  36.7 
per  cent,  of  all  cancer  deaths,  and  46.3  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  from 
vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  (cerebral  haemhorrage  and 
similar  disease).  On  the  other  hand  Kushall  which  contains  only 
10.8  per  cent,  of  the  Urban  District  population  (Census  1961)  and 
has  an  older  population  (percentage  of  the  elderly  people  65  and 
above  is  7.5)  has  proportionally  lower  death  rates  from  these  diseases 
(16.1  per  cent,  for  coronary  disease,  8.9  per  cent,  for  cancer,  5 per 
cent,  for  cerebral  disease),  but  it  equals  Aldridge  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  bronchitis  despite  its  smaller  population. 

These  studies  are  only  tentative  and  I intend  to  follow  them  up 
year  by  year  to  see  whether  this  trend  is  maintained  or  perhaps  only 
fortuitous. 

The  adjusted  live  Birth  Rate  was  17.53  per  1,000  population. 
This  was  0.55  above  that  for  1963.  It  compares  with  18.4  for  England 
and  Wales,  which  is  the  highest  since  1947.  The  adjusted  Death 
Rate  was  10.82  per  1,000  population,  which  was  0.44  above  that  for 
1963.  This  compares  with  11.3  for  England  and  Wales.  The  live 
births  registered  exceeded  the  deaths  by  1,091. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  15.34  per  1,000  live  births  was 
1.81  lower  than  that  for  1963.  It  compares  with  20.0  for  England 
and  Wales,  which  is  the  lowest  recorded  in  this  country.  The  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  in  the  Aldridge  Urban  District  is  the ‘lowest  for  the 
past  10  years. 

The  estimated  total  population  as  at  30th  June  was  58,890  which 
was  2,040  greater  than  the  estimate  for  1963. 

Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  appear  to  have  remained  static, 
but  deaths  from  cancer  as  a whole  have  substantially  increased  and 
are  the  highest  in  the  last  10  years.  Cancer  contributed  to  17.0  per 
cent.  of  all  male  deaths  and  20.9  per  cent,  of  all  female  deaths  during 
the  10  year  period  1955-64. 

Male  deaths  from  Coronary  Thrombosis  increased  and  female 
deaths  decreased  during  1964.  The  Coronary  Thrombosis  death  rate 
per  1,000  population  has  more  than  doubled ‘since  1955. 

Deaths  from  cancer  and  heart  disease  in  both  sexes  continue  to 
contribute  just  over  51  per  cent,  of  all  deaths. 
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The  pattern  of  these  diseases  is  shared  by  the  whole  country. 
Generally  the  state  of  public  health  in  the  Urban  District  is  very 
encouraging  with  a steadily  increasing  population  and  an  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  comparing  very  favourably  with  that  for  England  and 
Wales. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  all  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  the  sympathetic  help  afforded  on  many  occasions. 
Similarly,  I wish  to  thank  the  Clerk  and  my  other  Chief  Officer 
Colleagues  for  many  a kind  word  of  advice.  Last,  not  least,  I should 
like  to  state  how  fortunate  I am  to  have  the  advice  and  co-operation 
of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  all  the  other  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  SHORE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Area 

The  area  of  the  District  is  9,284  acres. 

Population 

The  estimated  home  population  at  mid-summer  1964  was  58,890 
(an  increase  of  2,040  from  the  previous  year).  This  gives  a population 
density  of  6.3  per  acre.  The  estimated  population  represents  an 
increase  of  14  per  cent,  since  the  census  in  1961. 

BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES 

Population,  Corrected  Live  Birth  Rate,  Corrected  Death  Rate, 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  1955-1964. 


Year 

Population 

Adjusted 

Live 

Birth  Rate 

Adjusted 
Death  Rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

1955 

33,100 

14.71 

10.36 

30.88 

1956 

35,930 

17.0 

12.84 

33.84 

1957 

39,100 

18.07 

9.99 

16.75 

1958 

42,170 

17.07 

11.99 

24.72 

1959 

45,230 

19.04 

10.49 

19.40 

1960 

48,930 

20.3 

11.42 

21.00 

1961 

51,680 

21.07 

11.97 

19.17 

1962 

54,480 

19.97 

11.87 

16.60 

1963 

56,850 

16.98 

10.38 

17.15 

1964 

58,890 

17.53 

10.82 

15.34 
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Percentage  of  Elderly  People  aged  65  and  above 

(1961  Census) 


Ward 

Pheasey 

Streetly 


Percentage 


Gt.  Barr 
Pelsall 
Rushall 
Aldridge 


1.5 
5.8 
6.2 

6.6 
7.5 
5.7 


Aldridge  U.D.C.  5.3  (2.1  males,  3.2  females). 


Inhabited  Houses 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses,  according  to  rate  books  at  1.4.64 
was  17,720,  an  increase  of  1,150  from  the  previous  year. 


The  Rateable  Value  was  £1,890,646  and  the  sum  represented  by 
a Id.  Rate  was  £7,716.  The  previous  year,  these  were  £1,742,190 
and  £7,334  respectively. 


The  chief  occupations  of  the  population  are : — Brickmaking, 
mining,  agricultural;  heavy  and  light  industries  are  now  well 
established.  The  district  is  also  largely  residential. 


Area  Comparability  Factors  (A.C-F’s) — used  for  calculating  the 
corrected  birth  and  death  rates  have  remained  unchanged  (Births 
0-72,  Deaths  1-86).  This  means  a lowering  of  the  crude  birth  rate 
and  an  increase  of  the  crude  death  rate,  and  takes  into  account  the 
fact  that  as  the  district  rapidly  develops  the  number  of  residents 
in  the  younger  age  groups  annually  increases.  In  other  words  the 
A.C.F’s  make  an  approximate  allowance  for  the  way  the  sex  and 
age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs  from  that  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a whole. 

When  so  corrected,  the  birth  and  death  rates  are  comparable 
with  the  crude  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  or  with  the  corresponding 
corrected  rates  for  any  other  area. 

In  addition,  the  death  rate  ACF  is  now  adjusted  specifically  to 
take  account  of  any  "residential  institutions"  in  the  area. 


Rateable  Value 


Social  Conditions 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
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Live  Births: 


Males 

Females 

Totals 

1963 

1964 

1963 

1964 

1963 

1964 

Legitimate 

682 

747 

636 

650 

1,318 

1,397 

Illegitimate 

13 

22 

10 

15 

23 

37 

Totals 

695 

769 

646 

665 

1,341 

1,434 

The  crude  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  24*35 
and  the  corrected  live  birth  rate  17*53,  the  latter  can  be  compared 
with  the  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  which  was 
18*4  for  1964,  the  highest  since  1947. 

For  1963  'the  crude  and  corrected  live  birth  rates  for  the  district 
were  23*59  and  16*98  respectively. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  was  2*5  per  cent,  of  the 
total  live  births. 

Still  Birth  Rate: 

23  still  births  (males  12,  females  11)  were  registered,  and  the 
rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  was  15*79.  The  still  birth 
rate  for  1963  was  15*66. 

Death  Rate: 

343  deaths  (males  194,  females  149). 

The  crude  death  rate  was  5*82  and  the  corrected  death  rate  10*82 
per  1,000  of  the  population — the  latter  can  be  compared  with  the 
crude  death  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  which  was 
1T3  for  1964. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate: 

22  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  died,  giving  an  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  of  15*34  per  1,000  live  births.  11  Infants  under  4 weeks  of 
age  died,  giving  a neo-natal  death  rate  of  7*67  per  1,000  live  births. 
9 Infants  died  under  one  week  of  age,  all  legitimate. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  (all  causes)  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  was  20-0  per  1,000  live  births,  the  lowest  ever  recorded 
in  this  country. 

2 illegitimate  infants  died  under  one  year  of  age. 

The  early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  was  6*2. 

The  peri-natal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths  of  infants 
under  1 week  of  age)  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  was  21*9. 

No  death  resulted  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion. 
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Cancer : 


79  deaths  resulted  from  malignant  neoplasms  and  included  in 
these  were  9 deaths  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  and/or  bronchus. 

PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Arrangements  relating  to  the  domiciliary  nursing,  clinic,  home 
help,  immunisation  and  ambulance  services  remain  as  in  previous 
years. 

Laboratory  Services— the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
Martin  Street,  Stafford  (Tel.  Stafford  4377) — Director:  Dr.  E.  M. 
Mackay-Scollay.  (Directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the 
Ministry  of  Health). 

Chemical  Analysis — County  Analyst — A.  Houlbrooke,  Esq., 
M.Sc.,  FRIC.,  Chemical1  Laboratory,  County  Buildings,  Stafford 
(Tel.  Stafford  3121). 


MEALS  ON  WHEELS 

The  Meals  on  Wheels  service  visited  during  the  year.  A total  of 
4,926  meals  were  served  by  the  WVS  to  elderly  needy  people. 

A suitable  vehicle  was  purchased  and  is  helping  to  maintain  the 
service  in  Pelsall. 

A part-time  driver  is  being  engaged. 

I wish  to  thank  the  WVS  for  their  valued  services. 

WATER 

The  Aldridge  Urban  District  is  within  the  statutory  area  of  the 
South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Taylbr, 
B.Sc.,  M.I.C.E.,  Engineer-in-Chief,  has  kindly  let  me  have'  the 
following  information  for  the  year  1964 : 

1.  The  water  supply  to  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Aldridge 
has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

2.  The  supply  is  derived  from  one  pumping  station  (Bourne 
Vale)  within  and  six  pumping  stations  outside  the  Authority’s 
boundaries.  A proportion  of  water  of  surface  origin  is  also 
supplied  to  parts  of  the  district. 

Regular  and  frequent  samples,  both  bacteriological  and 
chemical,  are  examined  from  the  pumping  stations. 
Bacteriological  samples  of  the  raw  water  are  also  examined 
where  possible. 
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During  1964,  52  out  of  54  samples  from  Bourne  Vale  pumping 
station  were  satisfactory. 


170  samples  were  examined  from  Barr  Beacon  Reservoirs 
168  of  which  were  free  from  all  forms  of  coliform  bacteria. 
12  samples  from  the  Waterman’s  house  in  Aldridge  were 
free  from  all  forms  of  coliform  bacteria.  The  samples  were 
also  examined  chemically,  the  average  results  for  1964 
being:  — 


pH  

Alkalinity  (CaCOs) 

Chlorides  (Cl)  

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (N) 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (N) 
Oxidised  Nitrogen  (N)  ... 
Oxygen  Absorbed  (3  hr.  @ 20° 
Temporary  Hardness 
Permanent  Hardness 
Total  Solids 
Total  Hardness  ... 

Iron  (Fe) 

Manganese  (Mn) 

Calcium  (Ca) 

Magnesium  (Mg) 

Sulphate  (SO|)  ... 

Zinc  (Zn) 

Copper  (Cu) 

Lead  (Pb) 

Free  Cl 


c) 


7.3 

124 

27.6 

.006 

.019 

8.9 

.27 

119 

118 

366 

237 

.04 

Nil 

84.2 
6.1 

66.3 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 


parts 

per 

million 

) } 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

> y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

> y 

y y 

y > 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

3.  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvency,  all  samples 
from  the  Waterman's  house  being  free  from  any  measurable 
quantity  of  lead. 

4.  Chlorination  is  practised  as  a precautionary  measure  at  most 
of  the  pumping  stations.  In  cases  of  possible  contamination 
in  the  event  of  burst  or  damaged  mains,  emptying  reservoirs 
etc.,  emergency  chlorination  is  performed.  Special  apparatus 
and  staff  are  available  for  this  work.  New  mains  etc.,  are 
not  brought  into  use  until  the  water  has  been  examined  and 
proved  satisfactory. 

5.  The  number  of  houses  with  a piped  water  suppy  in  the 
Urban  District  of  Aldridge  at  31st  December,  1964  was 
18.132  which  includes  11  supplied  by  means  of  an  outside 
stop  tap. 

There  are  still  a few  isolated  wells  in  the  less  thickly  populated 
parts  of  the  district. 
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HOUSING 

The  number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  1964:  — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  ...  124 

(b)  By  Other  Authority  ...  Nil 

(c)  By  Private  Enterprise  ...  674 

The  number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the 
year: — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  ...  180 

(b)  By  Other  Authority  ...  Nil 

(c)  By  Private  Enterprise  ...  289 

Totals — Erected  during  1964  ...  798 

In  course  of  erection  469 

Under  the  County  Welfare  Scheme  11  Old  Age  Pensioners  have 
been  re-housed. 

Five  families  were  re-housed  on  medical  grounds. 

One  tuberculosis  person  was  re-housed. 

27  cases  have  been  approved  for  re-housing  on  medical  grounds 
and  are  waiting  for  vacancies. 

IMMUNISATION 

This  service  is  conducted  by  the  County  Authority,  and  the 
children  are  immunised  by  the  County  Medical  Staff  and  General 
Practitioners. 

I am  grateful  to  Dr.  Jamison,  Area  Medical  Officer,  for  the 
following  information  in  respect  of  immunisations,  carried  out  in  the 
Aldridge  Urban  District  for  >the  year  ending  31st  December,  1964. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation 
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Tetanus  Inoculation 

0-4  yrs.  5-14  yrs. 

(Singly  or  in  combination)  Initial  ...  1,175  185  1,360 

Reinforcing  346  267  613 


POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 

No  figures  are  available  for  the  Aldridge  Urban  District. 

The  following  figures  relate  to  the  Area. 

Primary  course  of  protection : — • 

Born  in 

1964  1963  1962  1961  1943/60  1933/42  Others 

Injection  or  oral, 

completed  in  1964  281  1,468  552  140  569  104  46 

Reinforcing  course  of  protection  injection  or  oral  completed 

Total  2,485 

Total  number  of  persons  in  the  Area  who  had  completed  a 


course  of  protection  at  31.12.64  ...  ...  ...  ...  59,032 

Total  number  who  had  completed  a booster  course  at 

31.12.64  49,242 

Estimated  population  of  Area  (Mid  1964)  ...  ...  ...  151,160 

Estimated  population  of  Aldridge  U.D.  (Mid  1964)  ...  58,590 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1964 


Total  cases 
notified  after 

Disease  correction 

Diphtheria  — 

Scarlet  Fever  19 

Enteric  Fever — including  Paratyphoid  ...  ...  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Meningococcal  Infection  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ophthalimia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  ...  

Dysentery  106 

Measles  (excluding  Rubella)  ...  ...  ...  532 

Whooping  Cough  52 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  ...  ...  ...  

(Non-Paralytic)  

Erysipelas  3 

Food  Poisoning  

Acute  Encephalitis  (Infective)  

(Post-Infectious)  _ 
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ANALYSIS  OF  THE  NOTIFIED  INFECTIOUS  CASES 
(AFTER  CORRECTION)  IN  AGE  GROUPS  AND 

WARDS  IS  GIVEN  BELOW:— 


AGE  GROUPS 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute 

mye 

rt" 

Ih 

a3 

Ph 

Polio- 

:litis 

• 

aj 

u 

a 

+ 

c 

o 

Measles 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Mening : 
Infection 

0 — 1 year 

— • 

9 

— 



27 

— 

— - 



1 — 2 years 

— 

5 

— 

— 

69 

■ — 

1 

— 

2 — 3 years 

— - 

8 

— 

— 

80 

— 

— 

— 

3 — 4 years 

4 

9 

— 

— 

79 

— 

4 

— 

4 — 5 years 

1 

3 

— • 

— 

85 

— 

5 

— 

5 — 9 years 

13 

17 

— 

— 

187 

— 

27 

1 

10 — 14  years 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

18 

— 

15 — 24  years 

— • 

— • 

■ — 

— 

3 

— • 

17 

— 

25  + 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

34 

— 

Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

1 — • 

— 

TOTALS  

19 

52 

— 

— 

532 

— 

106 

1 

WARDS 

Aldridge 

3 

33 

— 

— 

189 

— • 

— 

— 

Great  Barr  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

33 

— - 

100 

— 

Pelsall 

3 

6 

— 

— 

28 

— 

— 

— 

Pheasey 

4 

— 

— 

— 

40 

— • 

1 

— 

Rushall 

2 

2 

— 

— 

77 

— • 

— 

— 

Streetly 

6 

10 

— 

— 

165 

— ■ 

5 

1 

TOTALS 

19 

52 

— • 

— 

532 

— 

106 

1 
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AGE  GROUPS 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid 

Fevers 

Encephalitis 

Food  Poisoning 

0 — 4 years  . . . 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 14  years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 44  years  ... 

2 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45 — 64  years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  -f  

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

5 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

WARDS 

Aldridge 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Great  Barr 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pelsall 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pheasey 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rushall 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Streetly 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

5 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Twenty-eight  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  entered  on  the  Register, 
25  Pulmonary  and  3 Non-Pulmonary. 

7 cases  resided  in  Aldridge 


2 

2 

9 

4 

4 


,,  Great  Barr 
,,  Pelsall 
,,  Pheasey 
,,  Rushall 
,,  Streetly 


DYSENTERY 


106  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  and  investigated.  (100  of 
these  cases  occurred  in  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital,  Great  Barr). 

FOOD  POISONING 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified. 
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MORTUARY 


The  Mortuary,  at  Anchor  Road,  Aldridge,  continues  to  operate 
satisfactorily.  The  same  part-time  attendant  is  employed  and  the 
arrangements  appear  to  be  satisfactory.  There  has  been  full 
co-operation  with  the  Police. 

47  bodies  were  brought  into  the  Mortuary  and  44  post-mortem 
examinations  carried  out. 

A body  refrigerator  has  been  acquired  and  is,  at  the  time  of 
writing,  in  process  of  being  installed. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,,  1955-64 


1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Measles 

911 

24 

903 

273 

624 

38 

1,423 

392 

901 

532 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

123 

47 

89 

46 

35 

55 

7 

3 

28 

52 

Scarlet  Fever 

26 

25 

20 

62 

72 

84 

29 

15 

25 

19 

Pneumonia  ... 

24 

18 

33 

17 

29 

8 

3 

7 

5 

5 

Erysipelas  ... 

3 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

2 

3 

Meningococcal 

Infection 



_ __ 

_____ 

2 

2 

2 





1 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

1 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

2 



2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Dysentry 

4 

24 

3 

7 

5 

2 

— 

13 

64 

106 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

8 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

(paratyphoid) 

1 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG,  1955-64 


1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 


Male  Female  Total 

8 19 

9 1 10 

3-3 

7 18 

8 2 10 

9 2 11 

11  1 12 

18  — 18 

11  — 11 

9—9 


93  8 101 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER,  1955-1964 


1955 

Male 

24 

1956 

25 

1957 

11 

1958 

29 

1959 

30 

1960 

28 

1961 

36 

1962 

41 

1963 

28 

1964 

41 

293 

1955-64 

Total  male  deaths  ... 

• • • 

Male  cancer  deaths 

. . . 

Total  female  deaths 

• • • 

Female  cancer  deaths 

• • • 

Cancer  death  rate  for  1964 

DEATHS  FROM 

CORONARY 

Male 

1955 

23 

1956 

31 

1957 

31 

1958 

37 

1959 

34 

1960 

37 

1961 

34 

1962 

56 

1963 

37 

1964 

43 

363 

Female 

Total 

18 

42 

30 

55 

19 

30 

19 

48 

23 

53 

29 

57 

34 

70 

30 

71 

31 

59 

38 

79 

271 

564 

1,720 

17.0% 

1,294 

20.9% 

1.3  per  1,000  population 

THROMBOSIS,  1955-64 

Female 

Total 

4 

27 

7 

38 

11 

42 

12 

49 

14 

48 

10 

47 

18 

52 

17 

73 

26 

63 

16 

59 

135 

498 
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Coronary  Thrombosis  death 

rate  1955 

...  0.46  per  1,000  population 

Coronary  Thrombosis  death 

rate  1964 

...  1.00  per  1,000  population 

Male  deaths  from 

Coronary  Thrombosis  1955-64  .. 

. 21.1% 

of  all  male  deaths 

Female  deaths  from 

Coronary  Thrombosis  1955-64  .. 

10.4% 

of  all  female  deaths 

DEATHS  FROM 

HEART 

DISEASE, 

1955-64 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1955 

61 

36 

97 

1956 

63 

30 

93 

1957 

53 

31 

84 

1958 

60 

38 

98 

1959 

59 

29 

88 

1960 

61 

39 

100 

1961 

52 

55 

107 

1962 

73 

48 

121 

1963 

55 

51 

106 

1964 

54 

40 

94 

591 

397 

988 

1955-64. 

Total  male  deaths  ... 

Male  deaths  from  heart  disease 

Total  female  deaths  ...  

Female  deaths  from  heart  disease 

Death  Rate  from  Heart  Disease  in  1964 

Total  deaths  from  cancer  and 
heart  disease  in  males  1955-64  ...  884 

Total  deaths  from  cancer  and 
heart  disease  in  females  1955-64  ...  668 


...  1,720 

...  591  = 34.4% 

...  1,294 

397  = 30.7% 

= 1.6  per  1,000  population 

= 51.4%  of  all  male  deaths 

= 51.6%  of  all  female  deaths 
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TOTAL  DEATHS 


Causes  of  Death  in  the  Aldridge  U.D.  (Year  1964) 


All  Causes  

Male 

194 

Female 

149 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

— 

— 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  ... 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

2 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  ... 

— 

• — 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  ...  

— 

— 

9. 

Other  Infective  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

4 

3 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  ... 

9 

— 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  

— 

17 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— 

5 

14. 

Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

25 

13 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ... 

3 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

19 

22 

18. 

Coronary  Diseases,  Angina 

43 

16 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

1 

5 

20. 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

10 

19 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  

5 

4 

22. 

Influenza  

3 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia 

12 

7 

24. 

Bronchitis 

11 

2 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

2 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea 

— 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

4 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

r— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 



31. 

Congenital  Malformations 

7 

4 

32. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases  ... 

20 

17 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

2 

13 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents  

4 

3 

35. 

Suicide  

4 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— . 

, 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS 


MALES 

FEMALES 

Total 

Legit.  11  legit . 

Total 

Legit.  Illegit 

Under  4 weeks  or  age 

9 

9 — 

2 

2 — 

Under  1 week  of  age 

7 

7 — 

2 

2 — 

Under  1 year  of  age 

13 

13  — 

9 

7 2 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 
Part  1 of  the  Act. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Particulars 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

124 

64 

14 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out- workers'  premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  . . . 

126 

64 

14 

Nil 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  Cases  in  Which 
Defects  Were  Found 

Referred 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7). 

(a)  Insufficient 

4 

3 

— 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

34 

15 

— 

— 

fc)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

39 

18 

— 

1 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 

Nil. 


No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL 

REPORT,  1964 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Aldridge  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  'this  my  seventh  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  of  the  department  during  the  year. 

(a)  Meat  Inspection. 

The  Food  Hygiene  (Meat  Inspection)  Regulations  1963  have 
been  complied  with  during  the  year  and  100  per  cent,  meat 
inspection  has  been  carried  out  at  the  two  private  slaughter- 
houses within  the  district. 

The  condemnations  continue  to  be  of  a minor  character. 
However,  one  sheep’s  carcase  was  condemned  with  septic 
pericarditis.  Three  carcases  were  found  to  contain  cysticercus 
bovis  cysts  and  were  submitted  to  treatment  by  refrigeration. 

When  the  annual  inspection  of  the  slaughterhouses  and 
lairages  was  carried  out  a Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  Fisheries  and  Food  expressed  his  complete 
satisfaction  with  the  standard  of  maintenance  of  the 
slaughterhouses  and  lairages. 

(b)  Slum  Clearance. 

Further  progress  has  been  maintained  in  reducing  the  number 
of  houses  on  the  scheduled  list.  The  demolition  of  houses 
in  confirmed  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders  has 
been  hampered  unfortunately  by  the  lack  of  availability  of 
housing  accommodation. 

A total  number  of  53  unfit  dwelling  houses  were  demolished 
during  the  year.  Five  Clearance  Orders  comprising  27 
houses  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government.  Two  Closing  Orders  were  made  and  one 
Council  owned  property  "Closed”  for  human  habitation 
purposes. 

(c)  Food  Hygiene  and  Food  Inspection. 

The  standard  of  food  hygiene  practised  within  the  district 
has  continued  to  be  carefully  watched  and  routine  inspect- 
ions have  been  carried  out  in  an  endeavour  to  maintain  a 
high  standard  of  handling,  preparation  and  storage  of  food. 
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Again  this  year  legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  several 
retailers  and  manufacturers  who  sold  food  not  of  the  nature, 
substance  or  quality  demanded,  to  members  of  the  public. 
Details  of  these  cases  are  set  out  at  the  end  of  this  section. 
Seven  of  the  eleven  cases  were  taken  as  a result  of  food 
being  sold  to  the  public  in  a mouldy  condition. 

In  all  of  these  cases  the  retailer  showed  a lack  of  proper 
stock  rotation  and  in  one  particular  case  the  pre-packed 
commodity  (a  lemon  maderia  cake)  was  found  to  be  seven 
weeks  old.  This  illustrates  the  need  to  educate  retailers  into 
strict  stock  control  and  to  avoid  the  complacent  attitude 
that  pre-packed  goods  will  keep  for  ever.  In  visits  to  all 
food  premises  this  point  has  been  emphasised  and  retailers 
have  been  warned  to  adhere  rigidly  to  the  manufacturers 
'‘shelf  life"  of  the  commodity.  This  leads  me  to  the  point 
that  some  manufacturers  are  reluctant  to  give  a “shelf  life’'’ 
for  their  goods  because  conditions  under  which  the  goods  are 
kept  vary  so  considerably.  However,  I feel  that  for  all 
perishable  pre-packed  food  stuffs,  the  manufacturer  has  a 
duty  to  inform  retailers  of  the  conditions  under  which  his 
goods  should  be  stored  and  exposed  for  sale  and  if  these 
are  adhered  to  the  retailers  should  be  informed  what  the 
“shelf  life”  should  be. 
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Bottle  of  Containing  a mass  of  Woolner  Brothers  Ltd.,  Woolner  Brothers  Ltd.,  Walsall.  Fined  £5. 

sterilized  milk.  mould  growth  and  Walsall.  Costs  £3  5s.  Od. 

milk  solids. 


(d)  Caravan  Sites. 

There  are  two  licensed  sites  within  the  Urban  District. 

One  site  is  licensed  for  three  caravans,  the  occupants  of  which 
are  all  members  of  the  same  family  and  are  of  gipsy  stock. 

The  other  permanent  residential  site  is  licensed  for  98 
caravans  and  the  site  licence  expired  on  31st  December, 
1964  together  with  Planning  Permission.  It  was  decided 
to  renew  the  Planning  Permission  and  Site  Licence  for  a 
further  five  years  with  a clause  inserted  into  both,  that  the 
site  is  to  be  run  down  over  this  period  and  at  the  end  of 
this  time  the  land  would  revert  to  its  former  use. 

There  are  three  unlicensed  sites  in  the  area  all  of  which  are 
being  considered  as  subject  for  Discontinuance  Orders.  One 
is  a very  large  permanent  residential  site  for  approximately 
120  caravans  and  the  other  two  are  very  small  sites  for  one 
or  two  caravans. 

The  two  large  sites  mentioned  above,  one  licensed  and  one 
unlicensed,  are  on  the  slopes  of  Barr  Beacon  and  are 
separated  by  Pinfold  Lane. 

During  the  year  both  sites  were  visited  by  a Fire  Prevention 
Officer  of  the  County  Fire  Brigade  and  recommendations 
were  made  to  the  site  owners  who  promised  to  implement 
these. 

(e)  Noise  Abatement. 

Complaints  were  received  during  the  year  from  residents 
living  in  close  proximity  to  three  Licensed  Clubs  and  one 
Public  House.  The  nature  of  complaints  were  very  similar 
in  each  case  in  that  the  noise  complained  of  was  mainly 
from  the  amplifiers  and  electrical  equipment  used  by  “beat 
groups”  and  occurred  mainly  in  the  evenings. 

In  two  of  the  cases  the  employment  of  these  groups  was 
discontinued  after  negotiations  had  taken  place  by  members 
of  the  department  with  the  Managements  concerned.  In  the 
other  two  cases  noise  insulation  consultants  had  been  asked 
to  give  recommendations  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  investi- 
gations had  not  been  completed. 

From  personal  experience  difficulties  have  been  found  in  the 
use  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  I960  in  the  enforcement 
of  Section  1 which  deals  with  noise  or  vibration  nuisance. 
There  is  no  legal  standard  nor  is  there  any  case  law  to  act 
as  a guide.  Each  case  must  therefore  be  judged  only  after 
long  periods  of  investigation.  It  is  my  view  that  if  informal 
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action  fails,  the  complainants,  if  there  are  three  or  more, 
should  be  encouraged  to  make  a complaint  to  a Justice  of 
the  Peace  under  the  provisions  of  Section  99  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  as  they  are  the  persons  whose  evidence, 
in  the  absence  of  a legal  standard,  is  most  acceptable. 

The  Council  were  successful  in  taking  five  cases  against 
persons  operating  loud  speakers  to  advertise  the  sale  of  ice 
cream  outside  the  permitted  hours. 

HOUSING 

1.  — Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  /ear. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  under  Public  Health  Acts  or 
Housing  Acts 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 

(4)  Houses  on  which  undertakings  were  given  and 

completed  — ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Houses  on  which  undertakings  were  given  and 
have  not  been  completed 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

Notice. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

3.  — Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957 : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 


80 

1,047 

30 

50 

NiJ 

Nil 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 


(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ° 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  Under  Sections  17,  23  and  42  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957:  — 

(1)  (a)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  Local  Authority  owned  houses 

Certificates  of  unfitness  issued  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  10 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Clearance  Orders  ...  ...  39 

(4)  Houses  demolished  on  land  acquired  under 

Section  43(2)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  1 

(5)  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  by 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  demolished  by 
informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(6)  Local  Authority  owned  houses  (not  unfit) 

demolished  for  redevelopment  purposes  ...  7 

(7)  Other  property  demolished — land  required  for 

road  improvement  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


SITUATION  OF  PROPERTIES  DEALT  WITH  AS  SHOWN 

IN  THE  ABOVE  TABLES 

Closing  Orders. 

Closing  Orders  were  made  by  the  Council  on  the  following 
houses:  — 

28  Norton  Road,  Pelsall. 

43/44  High  Street,  Pelsall. 

The  following  Council  owned  property  was  informally  closed 
by  reason  of  being  unfit  for  human  habitation:  — 

10  High  Street,  Aldridge. 
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Clearance  Orders. 

Clearance  Orders  were  made  by  the  Council  on  the  following 
houses : — 

Aldridge  (Aldridge  Road,  Streetly)  Clearance  Order,  No.  57. 

400  and  402  Aldridge  Road,  Streetly. 

Aldridge  (Heath  End,  Pelsall)  Clearance  Order,  No.  58. 

9,  11,  13,  15,  17,  19,  21,  23  Walter  Street,  Heath  End, 
Pelsall. 

Aldridge  (Heath  End,  Pelsall)  Clearance  Order,  No.  59. 

2,  4,  6,  8,  10,  12,  14,  16  Walter  Street,  Heath  End,  Pelsall. 

Aldridge  (Nest  Way,  Pelsall)  Clearance  Order,  No.  60. 

23,  24,  25  and  26  Nest  Way,  Pelsall. 

Aldridge  (Allens  Lane,  Pelsall)  Clearance  Order,  No.  61. 

16,  17,  18,  19,  21  Allens  Lane,  Pelsall. 

Houses  Demolished. 

Individual  Demolition  Orders:  — 

235  Daw  End  Lane,  Rushall. 

237  Daw  End  Lane,  Rushall. 

161  Walsall  Road,  Heath  End,  Pelsall. 

163  Walsall  Road,  Heath  End,  Pelsall. 

165  Walsall  Road,  Heath  End,  Pelsall. 

167  Walsall  Road,  Heath  End,  Pelsall. 

Hobs  Hole  Cottage,  Sandy  Lane,  Aldridge. 

School  Cottage  (occupied  by  Bevan)  The  Green,  Aldridge. 
School  Cottage  (occupied  by  Chilton)  The  Green,  Aldridge. 
Selwyn  House  No’d  96  Lichfield  Road,  Pelsall. 

Clearance  and  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders. 

71,  73,  106,  108,  110,  128,  130,  132,  136,  138,  140,  142  Walsall 
Road,  Heath  End,  Pelsall. 

160a,  160b,  160c,  160d  Wood  Lane,  Pelsall. 

126,  128,  130,  132,  134,  136  Wood  Lane,  Pelsall. 

320,  322  Dumblederry  Lane,  Aldridge. 

2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7 Birchin  Cottages,  Heath  End,  Pelsall. 

19  and  20  Norton  Road,  Pelsall. 

7,  9,  11  New  Street,  Rushall. 

10,  11,  12,  19,  21,  28  Station  Road,  Pelsall, 
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Local  Authority  owned  (unfit)  houses  demolished. 

85,  87,  89,  91  Walsall  Road,  Heath  End. 


Local  Authority  owned  houses  (not  unfit)  demolished  by  the 
department  for  re-development  purposes. 

11  Walsall  Road,  Aldridge. 

9 Walsall  Wood  Road,  Aldridge. 

27,  29,  31,  33  "Croft  View"  Rookery  Lane,  Aldridge. 

18  Railswood  Drive,  Pelsall. 

Other  property  demolished — land  required  for  road  improvement. 

"Old  Horns"  Licensed  Premises,  Queslett  Road,  Great  Barr. 

RENT  ACT  1957 

Number  of  applications  for  Certificate  of  Disrepair  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Certificates  Granted  1 

Number  of  applications  for  Cancellations  Nil 

Number  of  Undertakings  given  by  Landlords  and  accepted 

by  the  Council  Nil 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1960 

Food  Premises 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of: — 

No.  of  Food  Shops  and  Food  Preparation  Rooms  Inspected  234 
No.  of  Food  Vehicles  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  Licensed  Premises  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

No.  of  Contraventions  Found 277 

No.  of  Notices  Served 

No.  of  Improvements  278 

No.  of  Notices  Completed  ...  ...  ...  24 

Inspections  made  re  Unsound  Food  574 
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Nature  and  Type  of  Improvements  to  Food  Premises 

during  the  year: — 


Cleanliness — Ceilings 
Floors 
Walls 
Equipment 
Utensils 

Clothing  Accommodation 

Drainage 

First-Aid  Equipment 

Hot  Water  

Intervening  Ventilated  Space 

Lighting  

New  Equipment  ... 

Personal  Cleanliness  Display  Notices 
Protection  of  Food 
Redecoration  and/or  repair — Ceilings 

Floors 

Walls 


Refuse  Bins  

Sanitary  Accommodation 
Sinks  ...  ...  . . . 

Soap,  Nailbrushes  etc.  ... 
Wash  Hand  Basins 


4 
6 

12 

9 

5 
5 
5 
4 
1 
2 
3 
2 
3 

16 

7 

9 

14 

3 

4 
2 
3 
7 


126 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Aldridge  Urban  District. 


Details  of  Samples  procured  during  1964. 

Number  of  Samples  taken  191 

Number  of  Samples  genuine  ...  ...  186 

Number  of  Samples  adulterated  ...  5 

Classification  of  General  Foods 


Asprin  in  Gum  form 
Arrowroot  B.P.C. 
Apricot  Wine  (2) 
Aromat  Seasoning 
Apple  Flakes 


Apricot  Pie  Filling 
Butter  (10) 

Butter  English  (2) 
Bread  Sauce  Mix 
Brown  Sugar 
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Baked  Beans  in  tomato  sauce 
Bran  Buds 

Blackcurrant  Health  Drink 
containing  Vitamin  C. 

Beef  Dripping 
Butter  Sultana  Cake 
Blackcurrants 
Bilberry  Pie  Filling 
Balsamie  Resin 
Bovril 

Blackcurrant  Cordial 
BaCbecue  Spice 
Banana  Split  Toffee  Bar 

Compound  Fat 
Corned  Beef  (2) 

Curried  Chicken  and  Mushrooms 

Coffee  97%  Caffeine 

Cheese  Flaps  in  tomato  sauce 

Corn  Oil 

Cough  Mixture 

Currants 

Chicken  Dinner 

Canadian  Butter  Oil 

Cut  Green  Beans 

Cafe  Noir  Biscuits 

Cheese  Savoury  Biscuits 

Chocolate  Chips 

Coffee  (Instant) 

Chicken  Jumbo 
Coffee  and  Chicory 
Cheese 

Calamine  Lotion  B.P. 

Desiccated  Coconut 
Dairy  Topping 
Drinking  Chocolate  with  fat 
free  milk 

Dried  Brussels  Sprouts 

Dripping 

Extract  of  Cochineal  B.P.C. 
Energen  Terms  Starch  reduced 
bread 

Full  Cream  Cheese 
French  Almonds 
Faggotts 

Faggotts  in  Gravy 
Fish  Paste  Crab 


Fruit  Salad  in  heavy  syrup 
Flavoured  Corn  Flour 
Frozen  Peas 

Glycerine  B.P.  Honey  oil  of 
Lemon  B.P.C. 

Granules  for  the  relief  of 
rheumatism 
Gravy  Browning 
Gin  (4) 

Greengages  in  heavy  syrup 
Grape  Nuts  Breakfast  Cereal 

Herring  Fillets  in  Cream  Sauce 

Ice  Cream  Mix 
Ice  Cream  Powder 
Ice  Cream  (2) 

Instant  Chocolate  Drink 
Instant  Mashed  Potato 

Jam  Cream  Biscuits 
Jugged  Hare  with  vegetables 
in  Worcester  sauce 

Lemon  Curd 
Lard  (3) 

Lemon  Cheese  cont.  Eggs  and 
Butter 

Lemon  Barley  Sweetened  Drink 
Lemon  Sundaes 

Margarine  (3) 

Mushroom  Ketchup 
Muscle  Relaxant  Tablets 
Mango  Pickle  (Hot) 

Mint  Sauce 
Mixed  Fruit  Jam 
Mixed  Dried  Fruit 
Milk  T.T. 

Non  sugar  sweetner 

Orange  Squash 
Olive  Oil 

Powdered  Borax 
Plain  Flour  (3) 

Prunes  in  heavy  syrup 
Prawn  Curry 
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Pilchards  in  Tomato  Sauce 
Pineapple  Cubes  in  syrup  (3) 
Polony 

Pork  Sausage  containing 
preservative  (4) 

Pork  Sausage  Skinless  (4) 
Potato  Puffs 
Pure  Lard 
Prunes 

Rye  Crisp  Bread 
Raspberry  Jam  (2) 
Raspberries  in  heavy  syrup 
Real  Dairy  Cream  Doughnuts 
Real  Dairy  Cream  Sandwich 
Risotte 

Rose  Hip  Syrup 
Ruby  Wine 
Rum  (4) 

Shredded  Beef  Suet 
Spiced  Malt  Vinegar 
Sago  Creamola 
S.  R.  Flour 
Sweet  Corn  (2) 

Sauce  Diable 

Sardines  in  Tomato  Sauce 
Steak  and  Kidney  Pie 
Soy  Sauce 

Sucron  Sugar  for  Slimmers 
Seville  Orange  Marmalade  (2) 
Swiss  Cheese 
Sultana  Slices 
Strawberry  and  Apple  Pie 


Sugar  for  Slimmers 

Sliced  Onions 

Sliced  Beetroot 

Stewed  Steak  95%  Beef 

Sparkling  Golden  Orange  Drink 

Sauternes 

Sherry  (British) 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pudding 
Sliced  Peaches  in  heavy  syrup 

Tea  (4) 

Tomato  Juice 
Treacle  Crunch  Biscuits 
Tablets  for  inducing  natural 
sleep 

Tomato  Puree 
Treacle  Toffee 

Unsalted  Pasteurised  Butter 

Vinegar 

Vinegar  with  added  Caramel 
Viennese  Coffee 

White  Onion  Sauce  Mix 
White  Clover  Honey 
White  No.  1 Pasteurised  Honey 
Whisky  (7) 

Zinc  Oxide  B.P.  Castor  Oil 
B.P. 

Zinc  and  Castor  Oil  Cream 
B.P.C. 


Total  number  of  samples  taken  ...  191 


Particulars  of  Adulterated  Samples 

80  B/P  “Formal’ ’ Plain  Flour. 

Contains  excess  chalk  Manufacturers  now  out  of  business. 

Principals  cannot  be  found 

91  B/P  “Informal”  89  B/P.  90  B/P.  “Formal” 

Pork  Sausage  Containing  Preservative. 

Investigations  proceeding. 

50  B/P  “Informal”  Orange  Marmalade. 

Found  to  Contain  Mixed  Fruit  Jam. 

Repeat  samples  genuine  Steps  taken  to  prevent  recurrence. 
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List  of  Samples  taken  during  the  year  1964. 

Milk. 


Untreated 
Pasteurised 
Sterilised 

31  All  genuine 


1 

23 

7 


UNSOUND  FOODS 

The  following  goods  were  inspected  and  found  unfit  for  human 
consumption : — 


Bovine  : 

No. 

Lbs. 

Ozs 

Diaphlagm 

— 

5 

8 

Head  ... 

2 

22 

— 

Head  and  tongue 

1 

35 

— 

Heart  

1 

4 

— 

Kidney 

1 

5 

— 

Liver  and  portions  ... 

21 

391 

12 

Lungs  and  portions 

31 

312 

— 

Lungs  and  heart 

2 

8 

— 

Lungs,  trachea  and  oesophagus  ... 

2 

24 

— 

Mesentery 

2 

20 

— 

Pleura  

— 

— 

3 

Spleen  

3 

4 

12 

Thick  skirt  ... 

— 

2 

— - 

Tongue  

1 

4 

— 

Udder 

1 

4 

- 

Uterus 

1 

1 

— 

Fowl: 

Carcases  

10 

40 

— 

Pigs: 

Heart 

2 

2 

8 

Liver  and  portions 

5 

15 

8 

Lungs  

1 

3 



Lungs  and  portions 

9 

26 

8 

Pluck  

1 

5 

— 

Sheep  : 

Carcase  ...  

1 

42 

Heart  

3 

1 

13 

Leg  

1 

3 

Liver  and  portions 

17 

53 

8 

Lungs  

39 

58 

8 
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Carried  forward 

No. 

158 

Lbs. 

1,094 

Ozs 

88 

[ns: 

Apricots 

7 

10 

4J 

Beans — baked 

3 

1 

8 

Beans — broad 

1 

10 

Cherries 

1 

- 

131 

Chicken  broth 

1 

- 

z 

15 

Corned  beef  ... 

35 

160 

14i 

Corned  mutton 

1 

6 

Cream 



4 

Fruit  cocktail 

4 

6 

11 

Fruit  salad  ... 

1 

- - 

8 

Gooseberries 

1 

1 

14 

Grapefruit 

7 

8 

5 

Ham  ... 

53 

562 

3 

Ham  chopped 

3 

1 

5 

Oranges 

5 

3 

7 

Peaches 

14 

16 

2 

Pears 

4 

6 

6i 

Peas  ... 

4 

3 

10 

Pilchards 

1 

— 

8 

Pineapple 

7 

10 

5 

Plums 

6 

12 

12 

Pork — chopped 

7 

28 

— 

Pork — ham  . . . 

3 

11 

— 

Pork — luncheon  meat 

9 

32 

7 

Pork — shoulder 

7 

77 

9 

Salmon 

1 

— 

3i 

Sausages — cocktail 

1 

— 

8 

Shrimps 

1 

— 

7 

Soup1 — mushroom 

1 

— 

104 

Soup — royal  game 

1 

— 

154 

Soup — spinach 

1 

— 

154 

Stew — Irish  . . . 

1 

— 

15| 

Strawberries 

1 

— 

144 

Sweet  corn  . . . 

1 

1 

— 

Tomatoes 

40 

25 

11 

Tongue — ox  ... 

8 

48 

— 

\CKETS : 

Lard  ... 

• • • • • • 

. . . 

32 

16 

— 

Total 

432 

2,155 

3* 
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Untreated 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 

IN  WHOLE  OR  PART 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

200 

7 

1,200 

147 

Number  inspected 

200 

7 



1,200 

147 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBER- 

CULOSIS  AND  CYSTICERCI : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

1 

, 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

87 

2 



74 

20 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

43.5% 

28.5% 

6.25% 

13.6% 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY: 

1 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

— 





Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

CYSTICERCOSIS: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

3 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration  ... 

3 

— 



_ 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  cvsticercosis 

1.05% 

0.0% 

— 

— 

— 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 


Domestic  Smoke  Control. 

1964  tended  to  be  a year  of  national  indecision  regarding  domestic 
smoke  control  and  Aldridge  was  not  alone  in  treating  this  aspect  of 
the  atmospheric  pollution  problem  with  some  caution. 

This  widespread  uncertainty  arose  from  the  publication  of  a 
Government  White  Paper,  ‘'Domestic  Fuel  Supplies  and  the  Clean 
Air  Policy,”  in  December  1963,  which  drew  attention  to  the  growing 
decline  in  production  of  open  fire  gas  coke  and  predicted  a future 
overall  shortage  amounting  to  1,500,000  tons  per  annum  of  this  type 
of  fuel  by  1970. 

Circular  69/63  accompanied  this  white  paper  and  advised  all 
local  authorities,  regardless  of  any  assurance  of  the  supply  of  open 
grate  fuels,  to  give  encouragement  to  householders  to  choose  forms  of 
space  heating  capable  of  of  using  other  types  of  fuels,  the  intention 
being  to  reserve  supplies  of  the  open  grate  fuels  for  those  areas  which 
are  dependent  upon  them. 

An  amendment  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956,  by  the  Housing  Act 
1964,  had  the  effect  of  allowing  grants  for  all  houses,  the  erection  of 
which  were  begun  before  the  16th  August  1964,  formerly  the 
qualifying  date  was  the  5th  July  1956.  This  alteration  of  the 
qualifying  date  could  have  involved  the  Council  in  great  expenditure, 
fortunately  however,  the  Council’s  policy  of  making  smoke  control 
orders  on  all  major  housing  developments  over  the  past  few  years, 
has  now  borne  fruit  and  this  expenditure  has  been  largely  avoided. 

The  final  amendment  of  clean  air  legislation  was  made  on  the 
18th  December,  1964  when  circular  60/64  was  issued,  this  designated 
direct  acting  electric  fires  and  space  heaters  as  being  unsuitable  for 
installation  with  grant  aid  in  smoke  control  areas,  grant  aid  would 
still  be  allowed  however  on  electric  thermal  storage  heaters. 

Clearly  the  whole  policy  of  domestic  smoke  control  had  to  be 
carefully  reconsidered,  obviously  further  smoke  control  areas  were 
going  to  be  more  expensive  if  the  Government’s  recommendations 
were  to  be  accepted,  at  the  same  time,  the  Council  is  not  provided 
with  a bottomless  purse,  and  the  rate  burden  had  to  be  kept  down 
to  a reasonable  level. 

I am  pleased  to  say  however,  that  the  Council’s  progressive 
attitude  towards  Clean  Air,  overcame  'the  difficulties  of  the  year,  and 
a policy  of  allowing  householders  a free  choice  of  fuels  was  approved. 
This  decision  will  allow  the  important  social  service  of  smoke  control 
to  proceed  from  firmer  foundations. 

It  is  inevitable  that  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  smoke  control 
areas  will  necessitate  a slower  rate  of  progress  than  was  previously 
envisaged.  However,  the  close  of  the  year  saw  smoke  control  orders 
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made  by  the  Council  in  respect  of  3 new  estates,  and  plans  in  an 
advanced  stage  for  bringing  the  greater  part  of  the  Streetly  area  under 
smoke  control  during  the  next  3 years. 


Number  of  smoke  control  areas  in  operation  at 
31.12.64  

Awaiting  confirmation  by  the  Ministry  at 

1 1.1 2 . 6 1 ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Total  number  of  dwellings  covered 

Total  acreage  covered 

Percentage  of  the  district  under  smoke  control 


17 

3 

7,000  approx. 

766  acres  approx. 
8.2% 


Industrial  Smoke  Control. 

It  is  disappointing  for  me  to  report  that  atmospheric  pollution 
from  a large  firm  of  brass  extruders  in  the  district  increased  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  due  to  the  partial  destruction  of  the 
filtration  plant  by  fire. 


While  sympathising  with  the  firm  over  the  damage  to  an  expensive 
piece  of  equipment,  the  fact  remains  that  replacement  of  this  equip- 
ment appears  to  have  been  unduly  delayed.  Unfortunately  the  local 
authority  has  no  legal  power  to  enforce  this  work,  the  responsibility 
being  that  of  the  Alkali  Inspectorate,  to  whom  strong  representations 
have  been  made. 


Atmospheric  pollution  from  the  four  brick  manufacturing 
companies  in  the  district  showed  little  signs  of  improvement  over  the 
year,  and  research  into  the  field  of  blue  brick  manufacture  appears  to 
be  at  a standstill  at  the  present  time. 

These  sources  of  atmospheric  pollution  are  continually  embarrasing 
the  department  in  its  programme  of  smoke  control,  and  it  is  not 
difficult  to  see  the  point  of  view  of  some  householders  to  domestic 
smoke  control,  when  their  horizon  may  be  almost  completely 
obliterated  by  dense  black  smoke  from  the  neighbouring  brickworks 
over  which  the  department  has  no  legal  control. 

The  extent  of  this  pollution  from  the  brick  manufacturing 
companies  is  recognised  of  course,  and  while  the  residents  of  houses 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  this  pollution  may  be  annoyed  at  the 
introduction  of  smoke  control  to  their  respective  properties,  I am 
of  the  strong  opinion  that  we  should  prevent,  as  far  as  is  reasonably 
practicable,  adding  to  the  pollution  of  the  air,  by  pushing  ahead  with 
smoke  control  areas,  hoping  that  shortly,  solutions  may  be  found 
for  the  smokeless  manufacture  of  blue  bricks. 

Continual  representations  are  being  made  to  the  Alkali  inspector- 
ate in  order  to  exert  as  much  pressure  as  possible  on  the  firms 
involved,  and  while  the  department  has  received  co-operation  from 
this  body,  no  easy  solution  is  in  sight  to  what  is  admittedly  a complex 
and  difficult  problem. 
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THE  OFFICES  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

Although  this  Act  was  passed  on  the  31st  July,  1963,  it  was  not 
until  the  1st  May,  1964  that  the  part  of  the  Act  came  into  operation 
dealing  with  the  registration  of  premises,  and  most  of  the  main 
provisions  did  not  come  into  force  until  the  1st  August,  1964. 

The  Act  is  the  first  piece  of  legislation  to  deal  with  the  working 
conditions  of  non-industrial  employment  in  a comprehensive  and 
detailed  manner.  The  Act  is  designed  to  safeguard  the  working 
environment  of  a large  section  of  our  labour  force  who  are  employed 
in  commercial  or  professional  premises  and  who  have  hitherto  enjoyed 
little  statutory  protection. 

The  Act,  with  its  retinue  of  Regulations,  Orders  and  Ministry 
Circulars,  presents  a formidable  array  to  the  unwary,  arud  has  added 
considerably  to  the  increasing  volume  of  legislation  with  which  a 
Public  Health  Inspector  must  be  familiar,  not  only  does  the  Act 
impose  a completely  new  health  code  on  a large  number  of  premises 
in  the  district,  but  a complete  safety  code,  similar  to  that  of  the 
Factories  Acts,  is  also  incorporated,  and  this  too  devolves  upon  the 
Local  Authority  to  enforce. 

The  implementation  of  this  legislation  by  the  inspectorial  and 
clerical  staff  of  the  department,  although  small  and  heavily  committed 
by  their  other  duties,  has  been  much  better  than  expected,  and  I am 
pleased  to  report  that  a total  of  75  premises  had  received  a general 
inspection  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  premises  inspected  during 
the  year  formed  a good  cross  section  of  the  shops  and  offices  in  the 
district,  and  it  has  been  possible  to  form  an  opinion  on  the  general 
standard  of  such  premises. 

Generally  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  standards  of  the  shops 
and  offices  in  the  district  were  of  a good  standard  and  contraventions 
were  few  and  of  a minor  nature. 

The  attitude  of  employers  too,  has  been  found  to  be  favourable, 
and  the  impression  so  far  is  that  the  bad  employers  are  few  and  far 
between,  most  employers  realising  that  a good  working  environment 
is  reflected  in  good  workmanship  and  increased  productivity.  I fee] 
that  this  is  another  piece  of  worthwhile  legislation  which  will  pursue 
a smooth  course  and  result  in  an  improvement  of  working  conditions 
of  persons  employed  in  such  premises. 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  Registered  No.  Inspected 

Offices 

58  24 

Retail  Shops  

157  49 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouse 

7 1 

Catering  Establishments  ... 

23  1 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  

1 _ 

Totals  ...  ...  ...  ... 

246  75 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds 

by  inspectors  to  premises  regis- 

tered under  the  Act  

92 

Number  of  accidents  reported 

Nil 
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ANALYSES  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS 


Contraventions  in  Respect  of:  — 

Section  4.  Cleanliness 

5.  Overcrowding  ... 

6.  Temperature 

7.  Ventilation  

8.  Lighting  

9.  Sanitary  Conveniences 

10.  Washing  Facilities  

11.  Supply  of  Drinking  Water 

12.  Accommodation  for  Clothing 

13.  Sitting  Facilities 

14.  Seats  for  Sedentary  Workers 

15.  Eating  Facilities  

16.  Floors,  Passages,  Stairs 

17.  Fencing  of  exposed  parts  of  machinery 

18.  Protection  of  young  persons  from  dangerous 

machinery 

19.  Training  of  persons  working  at  dangerous 

machinery 

23.  Prohibition  of  heavy  work 

24.  First  Aid,  General  Provisions 


No. 

Found 

9 

Nil 

47 

5 

19 

8 

24 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

51 


Total  172 


COMPLAINTS 

Complaints  received  at  the  Health  Department  and  dealth  with:  — 

Drainage,  House  Defects,  Nuisances  417 

Defective  Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  1,235 

Rats  and  Mice  Infestations 287 

1,939 


NOTICES  DEALT  WITH  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Notices 

Served 

Informal  482 

Statutory  452 


Other  Notices 
Superceded, 
Notices  Rescinded 

Completed  or  Cancelled 


336  ...  8 

495  ...  12 


831 


20 


934 
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VISITS  MADE  — PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS 


Accumulations 

• • • 

• • • 

25 

Aged  Persons 

• • • 

• • • 

15 

Animals,  Pet  Animals  Act,  Animal  Boarding  Establishment 

25 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

• • • 

• • • 

47 

Brook  Course  Pollution  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

22 

Cesspools  . . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

61 

Combustion  Plant 

• • • 

• • • 

34 

Control  of  Caravan  Sites 

• • • 

• • • 

53 

Dirty  Premises 

• • • 

• • • 

23 

Drainage  ... 

• • # 

• • • 

314 

Dustbins 

• • • 

• • • 

1,677 

Factories 

• • • 

• • • 

67 

Factory  Canteens 

• • • 

• • • 

23 

Food  Hygiene 

• • • 

• • • 

29  2 

Housing — Public  Health  Act — Informal  Repairs 

• • • 

• • • 

180 

Statutory  Repairs 

• • • 

• • • 

140 

Housing  Act — Informal  Repairs 

• • • 

• • • 

166 

Statutory  Repairs 

• • • 

• • • 

33 

Demolition — Informal 

• • • 

• • • 

111 

Statutory 

• • • 

• • • 

74 

Clearance  Areas 

• • • 

343 

Housing  Improvements 

• • • 

• • • 

5 

Rent  Act  

• • • 

1 

Industrial  Tips 

• • • 

18 

Infectious  Diseases  

• • • 

641 

Insects 

• • • 

26 

Meat  Inspection 

• • • 

323 

Miscellaneous  

• • • 

• • • 

157 

Noise  Nuisance  

• • • 

• • • 

47 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 

• • • 

142 

Overcrowding  

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Pail  Closets  

• • • 

• • • 

9 

Rats  and  Mice  (by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 

• • • 

• • • 

81 

Refuse  Collection — House 

19 

School  Canteens  

2 

Shops  Act  

• • • 

• • • 

5 

Slaughterhouses 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

Slaughterhouses  Act  

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Smoke  Control  Areas 

359 

Theatre  Licences  and  Cinema  Inspections 

• • • 

• • • 

6 

Tipping  

• • • 

• • • 

27 

Trade  Refuse  

72 

Unsound  Food  

• • • 

674 

Verminous  Persons  and  Premises 

12 

Water  Samples  

• • • 

8 

Water  Supply  

• • • 

• • • 

13 

6,378 
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NATURE  AND  NUMBER  OF  STRUCTURAL  DEFECTS 

DEALT  WITH  IN  HOUSES: 

Together  with  Nuisances  and  Other  Matters. 

House  Defects  : 

External — 

Chimneys  9 

Roofs  21 

Walls  22 

Window  reveals  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Redecoration  3 

Internal — 

Ceilings,  plaster  15 

Dampness,  rising  4 

Doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Fireplaces  4 

Floors  19 

Sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Staircase  1 

Walls,  plaster 17 

Windows,  defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Windows,  sashcords  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Closet  Accommodation  Defects : 

Water  closet  cistern  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Water  closet  compartment  ...  ...  ...  5 

Water  closet  pedestal  ...  ...  ...  7 

Drainage  : 

Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Downspouts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Eavesgutters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Sink  Waste  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Miscellaneous  : 

Cesspools  2 

Conversions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Refuse,  house  1 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Hot  water  cisterns  and  boilers  ...  ...  4 

Pail  closet  1 


231 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  -PAIL  CLOSETS 

The  number  of  pail  closets  remaining  in  the  district  has  been 
reduced  to  18.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  figure  will  decrease  further 
due  to  the  demolition  of  unfit  properties. 


THEATRES  ACT,  1843 
CINEMATOGRAPH  ACTS,  1903—1952 

Number  of  applications  for  the  performance  of  stage 

plays  received  and  granted  ...  ...  ...  2 

Annual  Inspection  of  Cinemas:  — 

1.  Beacon  Cinema,  Great  Barr  ...  ...  ...  1 

2.  Avion  Cinema,  Aldridge  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  inspection  of  the  above-mentioned  schools  and  cinemas  were 
carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  Fire 
Brigade  Fire  Precautions  Officers,  whose  co-operation  is  greatly 
appreciated. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Applications  received  and  granted  for  a Licence  to 

a Pet  Shop  2 

ANIMALS  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 

Applications  received  and  granted  for  a Licence  to  keep 

a boarding  establishment  for  animals  ...  ...  2 


SAMPLING  OF  STREAMS  AND  SPRINGS 

Samples  of  water  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  and 
bacteriological  examinations  were  taken  from  the  following: 

Aldridge  UDC  refuse  tip,  Wood  Lane,  Pelsall—  spring  on  land 
adjacent  to  Huddocks  Moor  Farm. 

Aldridge  UDC  refuse  tip,  Wood  Lane,  Pelsall— stream  flowing 
from  tip  face. 

Caravan  Site,  Pinfold  Lane,  Barr  Beacon — stream  extending 
along  boundary  of  site. 

Fordbrook,  Pelsall  and  Rushall — swab  samples  from  brook  course. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  WORK 

Premises  Inspected 
(To  confirm  infestation  or  otherwise) 


Totals 

Inspected 

Dwelling  Houses  (including 

Council  Houses  168 
Business  Premises  ...  ...  62 

Council  Premises  4 


Found  Found 

Infested  Non-Infested 

161  7 
62 
4 


234  227  7 


VISITS  TO  CARRY  OUT  TREATMENT  OF 
INFESTED  PREMISES 


Dwelling  Houses  (including  Council  Houses) 

Business  Premises  

Council  Premises  


1,162 

746 

162 


2,070 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  (Section  75(1)) 

Number  of  Section  75  (1)  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  413 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Dustbins  supplied  by  Council,  informally  on  request  ...  242 

Dustbins  supplied  by  Council  on  request  after  service  of 

Statutory  Notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  168 

Dustbins  supplied  by  Council  in  default  of  Statutory  Notice  19 
Dustbins  supplied  to  Council  properties  ...  ...  ...  290 

Dustbins  supplied  by  occupiers  and/or  owners  voluntarily 

after  service  of  Statutory  Notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  320 

1,477 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(This  section  of  the  Report  relates  to  the  year  commencing  1st 
April,  1964  and  terminating  31st  March,  1965). 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  presented  two  major 
problems  during  the  year.  The  first  problem  that  manifested  itself 
was  one  that  is  familiar  to  all  officers  responsible  for  refuse  collection, 
i.e.  a labour  dispute.  This  arose  over  the  Bonus  Scheme  operated  by 
the  Council.  Negotiations  were  protracted  and  lasted  through  the 
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months  of  July,  August  and  September,  during  which  time  the  men 
applied  a “Work  to  Rule”  resulting  in  the  inconvenience  and  annoy- 
ance of  the  general  public  involved,  and  additional  work  for  the  staff 
in  answering  telephoned  complaints  and  soothing  frayed  tempers. 

The  second  problem  began  early  in  the  year  and  became  progress- 
ively worse.  The  first  intimation  followed  a complaint  from  a local 
farmer  that  the  brook  course  passing  through  his  land  was  being 
polluted  by  effluent  from  the  Council’s  tip  at  Wood  Lane,  Pelsall. 
What  began  as  a trickle  in  May  had  turned  into  a flood  by  the  end 
of  the  year,  and  the  Trent  River  Board  had  by  then  taken  an  interest 
following  a complaint  made  to  them  by  the  farmer.  Several  informal 
samples  were  taken  for  analysis  and  two  formal  samples  were  taken 
by  the  Board  and  they  indicated  that  legal  action  would  be  taken  if 
the  quality  of  the  effluent  did  not  improve.  Plans  were  then  made 
to  pass  the  effluent  from  the  tip  through  a filter  plant  to  be  constructed 
at  the  part  where  the  effluent  from  the  tip  passed  into  the  brook  course. 
Work  on  this  plant  was  scheduled  to  start  early  in  1965. 

In  spite  of  these  problems  the  service  offered  to  the  public  was 
maintained  at  the  same  level  as  last  year. 

Another  year  passed  without  the  use  of  the  new  depot  and 
although  work  had  been  commenced  during  the  year  it  would  appear 
that  sometime  in  1966  would  be  a realistic  time  to  expect  the  garages 
to  be  ready  for  use  by  the  refuse  collection  vehicles. 

Refuse  Collection. 

Following  a most  impressive  demonstration  an  “Eagle”  Crushload 
50  cubic  yard  refuse  collection  vehicle  was  purchased  during  the  year 
and  was  put  into  service  in  October  in  the  part  of  the  district  farthest 
from  the  tipping  site.  Loads  of  over  7 tons  are  possible  with  this 
vehicle  and  up  to  550  premises  can  be  cleared  in  one  load. 

A weekly  collection  of  refuse  has  been  possible  throughout  most 
of  the  year.  During  the  time  of  the  labour  dispute  however  due  to 
the  “Go  Slow”  perpetrated  by  the  men  this  was  extended  to  a 10  day 
collection. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

In  my  report  last  year  I expressed  concern  at  the  rate  of  in-filling 
of  the  Council’s  controlled  tip  at  Wood  Lane,  Pelsall,  and  stated  my 
considered  opinion  that  alternative  means  of  disposal  must  be  sought. 
During  the  year  this  opinion  has  been  given  further  weight  by  the 
problem  of  water  pollution.  I feel  that  the  position  now  is  far.  far 
worse  and  without  exaggeration  becoming  desperate.  Large  tracts 
of  land  that  had  been  considered  suitable  because  of  the  alteration  of 
the  water  table  1 now  find  totally  unsuitable.  To  tip  on  this  land 
now  would  only  add  to  the  already  highly  polluted  water  flowing 
from  the  tip. 
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My  concern  has  also  been  felt  by  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  and  several  visits  have  been  made  during  the  year  by 
Health  Committee  Members  and  Officers  of  the  department  to  view 
plants  carrying  out  mechanical  treatment  of  refuse. 

This  aspect  of  public  health  has  for  many  years  been  operated 
on  a shoe  string  and  for  far  too  long  most  Local  Authorities  have 
taken  the  view  that  refuse  should  be  tipped  somewhere  out  of  sight 
and  out  of  mind,  regardless  of  nuisances  that  may  be  caused  by  this 
method.  However,  in  this  enlightened  age  more  and  more  Authorities 
are  having  to  consider  pre-treating  refuse  by  one  of  the  many  methods 
available  because  (a)  of  the  lack  of  suitable  tipping  sites  and  (b)  the 
public  are  becoming  less  and  less  inclined  to  living  near  to  sites  where 
tipping  is  being  carried  out. 


APPENDIX 


Staff. 

Cleansing  Inspector 

Male  Employees. 

Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal 


1 


I 


1.5 


Vehicles. 

Registration 

No.  Vehicle  Year 

TRE  505  S & D Freighter  (side  loader)  1950 

151  ARF  S & D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  1953 

705  FRE  S & D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  1955 

794  VRF  S & D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  1958 

6201  RF  S & D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  1960 

379  CBF  S & D Pakamatic  1962 

245  KBF  S & D Pakamatic  1963 

ORF  263B  Eagle  Crushload  1964 

SBF  798  Bristol  PD48  Europa  Tractor  1961 
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COST  STATEMENT  TO  THE  31st  MARCH,  1965 

COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF 
HOUSE  AND  TRADE  REFUSE 


Particulars  Collection  Disposal  Total 

Revenue  Account. 


Gross  Expenditure — 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Labour  ...  ...  ...  ... 

20,494 

679 

21,173 

Transport 

11,764 

2,678 

14,442 

Plant,  equipment,  land  and 

buildings 

— 

1,910 

1,910 

Other  items 

1,244 

301 

1,545 

Total  Gross  Expenditure 

33,502 

5,568 

39,070 

Gross  Income  

1,310 

1,310 

Net  Cost  ...  ...  ...  ... 

32,192 

5,568 

37,760 

Capital  expenditure  met  from  revenue 
(included  above)  

1,910 

1,910 

UNIT  COSTS 

Collection 

Disposal 

Total 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour  only 

21  3 

9 

22  0 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  transport  only  ... 

12  3 

2 9 

15  0 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure)  per  ton 

33  5 

- • ■ 

5 9 

39  2 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population 

547 

94 

641 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises 

1,683 

291 

1,974 
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OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9,284  acres 

Population  at  30th  June,  1964 

58,890  persons 

Total  refuse  collected — estimated 

19,280  tons 

Weight  per  1,000  population  per  day 

17.9  cwts. 

Number  of  premises  

19,126 

Average  haul  

5.5  miles 

Frequency  of  collection 

Weekly 

Total  refuse  disposed  of  

19,280  tons 

Method  of  disposal — controlled  tipping 

100% 

Rateable  value  ... 

£1,890,646 

Product  of  Id.  rate  

£7,716 

Rate  in  £ (Collection  and  disposal)  ... 

5.234d. 

In  drawing  my  report  on  the  work  of  the  department  for  the 
year  to  a close  I oft-times  wonder  what  do  all  the  statistics  really 
mean  to  the  lay  person — are  the  rate  payers  of  the  district  really 
interested  in  what  goes  on  behind  the  scenes  for  the  protection  of 
health  in  all  it’s  many  aspects. 

In  my  opinion,  the  answer  is  "Yes”  if  they  only  knew  of  the 
extraordinary  measures  adopted  by  Council  Members  and  Officers 
in  such  fields  as  Housing,  Food  Hygiene,  Food  Inspection,  Clean  Air, 
Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal  to  name  just  a few  of  the  fields  of 
activity  that  are  pursued  vigorously  in  the  name  of  health. 

Local  Government  should  not  "hide  it’s  light  under  a 'bushel” 
but  rather  should  keep  the  public  well  informed  of  its  plans  and 
duties  and  with  the  full  co-operation  of  all  concerned  many  high  ideals 
could  be  brought  to  fruition. 

It  would  be  very  remiss  of  me  if  I did  not  express  my  sincere 
thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  all 
the  Chief  Officers  of  the  Council  and  their  staffs  for  all  the  help  and 
co-operation  I have  received. 

I would  particularly  like  to  thank  Dr.  H.  Shore,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  valuable  assistance  and  co-operation  received  during 
the  past  year. 

Finally  I would  like  to  thank  all  members  of  the  staff  for  their 
valuable  help,  in  fact,  if  I may,  I would  like  to  say  to  one  and  all 
"Well  done,  many  thanks.” 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  C.  PERKINS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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